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EPORT ON THE AMERICAS

Quichua women and children march to occupy the lands
i land was at the heart of last year's nationwide uprising.
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of an absentee landlord in September. The return of stolen
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NMAY 27, 1990, ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY
Indians occupied Santo Domingo Cathedral in the

heart of the old city of Quito. They demanded the immedi-

ate resolution of land disputes in six highland provinces.

The takeover marked the beginning of a nationwide

uprising which shut down the country for over a week.

The uprising was called by the Confederation of Indig-

{ enous Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE), in the name

of the regional federations from the highlands (sierra), the

Amazon (Oriente), and the coast. The takeover also

marked an end—the end of hundreds of years of life on the

political periphery for the 40% of Ecuador’s 10 million
people who are Indians.'

Everywhere the demand was the same: give back the
land that once belonged, and still rightfully belongs, to
indigenous communities. “The indigenous peoples of this
country will continue to struggle until we achieve our
rights,” CONAIE’s president CristGbal Tapuy declared in
a press conference. “We are tired of offers and promises,
of being berated and looked down upon. We are prepared
now, with our own ideas and our own criteria.”

By Monday. June 4, the mobilization had paralyzed
the sierra provinces of Bolivar, Chimborazo, Cotopaxi,

Les Field teaches anthropology at the University of
New Hampshire.

and Tungurahua (all to the south of Quito), Pichincha
(where Quito is located), and Imbabura (north of Quito).
The Indians’ strategy involved placing large boulders,
walls of rock, and tree trunks across the Pan-American
highway and other major roads. Within a day, the block-
ade created spot shortages of certain products in provin-
cial capitals and outlying towns, revealing the country’s
dependence on native farmers. In the provinces of
Chimborazo and Cotopaxi, where Indians were already
engaged in open struggle for land with estate-owners
(hacendados), they took police and local officials hos-
tage. At one point, the governor of Chimborazo was
reportedly in the hands of the Indigenous Movement of
Chimborazo (MICH). In Cotopaxi. indigenous farmers
actually expelled hacendados from lands that had been
usurped generations ago.

The central government deployed the national police
and the army throughout the sierra to roll back the insur-
rection. Troops in full combat gear swept through the
countryside, making free use of tanks, tear gas, night-
sticks, and, in some cases, bullets. Police arrested and
imprisoned many of the Indians blockading roads, par-
ticularly those identified as leaders. MICH leader Oswaldo
Cuwi was killed by police in Riobamba, the capital of
Chimborazo, even as the government invited the national
leadership to negotiate.
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The First Nations

administration officials vehemently oppose the proposed reglamentacicn. and
will no doubt argue that it goes against the original intent of the law.

12. The most notorious example of such extra-legal actions was Pantin’s
signing of a contract with the U.S. company “Caribbean 2000.” which
allegedly ceded exclusive rights to northern coast marine resources. tt pro-
voked an enormous scandal and was quickly annulled. Pantin claims the
English-language version of the document he signed was altered without his
knowledge, and that he only intended 10 cede purchasing rights.

13. For more details on this transformation in Sandinista discourse. see
C.R.Hale. Contradictory Consciousness: Miskitu indians and the Nicaraguan
State in the Era of U.S. Hegemony (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
forthcoming), ch. 4.

14, This argument was put forth. for example. in a petition to President
Chamorro on Feb. 8. 1991, supported by the north and south regional councils,

15. See. for example. a recent interview with Rivera published in Wani
(Managua. enerofabril 1991), pp. 52-56.

16. The blanket approval of the original National Directorate at the FSLN
congress last July is the most frequently cited evidence of persisting centrafism.
There are also strong forces within the panty favoring demogratization. During
the same July congress. for example. 60 new people won election to the 98-
member Sandinista Assembly—the highest decision-making body of the
FSLN—many of them from grassroots organizations. An unprecedenied nine
Sandinista coszesios were elected 1o the assembly.

17. 1 am indebted to Jorge Matamoros for bringing the full extent of these
parallels to my attention.

Maya Nationalism

1. Any time those of us who are part of the dominant. hegemomc culture
drown out the voices of the marginal “others™ with our own, we are
oppressors—regardless of our sentiments or politics. For this reason [ have
added 10 my narrative some of the comments Maya made in response to it.

2. Ricarde Falla, "El movimiento indigena.” Estudios Centroamericanos,
no. 351/352 ¢ 1978). pp. 437-461.

3. For statements from some of these and other movement leaders. see
Cultura Mava x Politicas de Desarrollo (Chimaltenango: COCADI, 1989);
Demetrio Cojti Cuxil. Configuracion del Pensamiento Politico Mava
(Quetzattenango: Taller *El Estudiante.” 1991).

4. Lettists, in fact. often impugn the credentials of Maya nationalists for
being asmall Indian elite (a petty bourgeoisie), whose grassroots ties are weak.
But organic intellectuals of any downtrodden group are almost always sepa-
rated by their very intellectual pursuits from those they represent. Think of
Lenin or Che Guevara Rigoberta Menchid. who is nota Maya nationafist but
an Indian leader of a popular organization. no longer works on cotton
plantations. Nor would we hear her if she did. How distant Maya nationalists
are from ordinary Maya has to he judged by othercriteria-——such as how closely
their program hews 1o the needs and interests of those they represent.

5. Prior alphabets for writing Maya janguages. produced muainly by the
Summer Institute of Linguistics (Wycliffe Bible Translators). were distinet for
each language: SIL control of Maya linguistics came to symbolize to nation-
alists the foreign appropriation of Maya culture. The way SIL used it
knowledge to convert and assimilate Maya people. in fact. fuefed the nation-
alist sentiment surrounding the ALMG See Nora C. England and Swephen R.
Elhott {eds.), Lecturas sobre la Lingiitstica Mava (Antugua: CIRMAL 19901

6. Dianc M. Nelson, “The Reconstruction of Mayan [dentity,” Report on
Guatemala, Vol 12, no. 2 (Summer [991).p. 6.

7. COCADI. Cultura Mava. p. 18.

8. COMG. “Derechos especificos del pueblo Maya.” (Guatemala:
Cholsamaj. 19911

9. England and ERiott teds.), Lecturas.

10. See the various arucles in Carol A, Smith ted.). Guatemalan Indians
and the Siate, 1540-1988 (Austin: University of Texas Press. 1990).

11, See David McCreery. "Atanasio Tzul. Lucas Aguilar, and the Indian
Kingdom of Totonicapan.”™ in Judith Ewell and William Beesles. The Human
Tradition in Latin America: The Nineteenth Century (Wilmington: Scholarly
Resources Inc., 1989). pp. 39-58.

[2. David McCreery, “State Power. Indigenous Communities. and Land
in Nineteenth-Century Guatemata, 1820-1920." in Smith. Guatemalan. pp.
96-115.

13. CISMA. “An analysis of economic varianon. desvelopment projects,
and development prospects in the highlands of western Guatemala.™ unpub-
fished report to the Inter-American Foundation. 1990.

4. Mario Payeras, Los dias de la sefva cMexicor Nuestro Tiempo. 1981},

15 1hid. See also. M. Harnecker. Puchlos en armas (Mexico' Era, 19%4)

16. See Carol A. Smith, “History und Revolution.™ in Sioith. Guatemalan
Indians. Ultimatels. the kind of revoluton Masy @ soucht made Litde ditterenice

to the state. It punished all Maya for simply appearing to threaten state power.

17. See Carol A. Smith, “Local history in global context: social and
economic transitions in western Guatemala.” Comparative Studies in Sociery
and History, no. 26 (1984). pp. 193-228.

18. The issue of cooptation is not a simple matter of corruption. By
accepling the terms of discussion offered by the colonial state. the limits and
atiributes of the movement may come to reflect cotonial interaction more than
autonomuous, localized sources of determination. For how this occurred in
India. see Partha Chatterjee. Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World—a
Derivative Discourse? (London: Zed Books, 1986).

Indian Summer, Canadian Winter

1. For a detailed account. see G. York and L. Pindera, People of the Pines:
The Warriors and the Legaey of Oka (Toronto: Litile, Brown Canada, 1991,

2. A.C. Hamilton and C.M. Sinclair, The Justice Svstem und Aboriginal
Peaple: Report of the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry of Manitoba (Winnipeg:
Queen’s Printer of the Government of Manitoba, 1991).

3. Ironically. the Canadian army proved to be a moderating influence. The
hawks in the Quebec and federal cabinets kept demanding military action to
remove the heavily guarded blockades on the Mercier Bridge and seize huge
arsenals allegedly hidden at Kahnawake. The generals simply refused to
comply withthese commands, aware thatabloodbath would have resulted. The
army even went to the point of creating the illusion of an airift out of
Kahnawake to convince the hawks that a major cache of Mohawk weaponry
had been removed. Sce York and Pindera. People of the Pines. pp. 333-334.

4. See Menno Boldt and J. Anthony Long teds.). The Quest for Justice:
Aboriginal Peoples and Aboriginal Rights (Toronte: University of Toronto
Press, 19855 Tony Hall, "What Are We? Chopped Liver? Aboriginal Affairs
in the Constirutional Politics of Canada inthe 1980°<7in Michacl Behiels (ed.),
The Meech Lake Primer: Conflicting Views of the 1987 Constitutional Accord
(Ouawa: University of Ouawa Press, 1989,

S. Hamilton and Sinclair, The Justice Svstem.

6. Tecumsch died in combat at Moraviantown in {813 inthe Warof 1812,
fighting aginst the Long Knives (K chimokman)—the Americans.,

7. The Bloc Québecoisrepresents the movement for Quebec independence
at the federal level. The Parti Québecois runs candidates for the provincial
legislature tassemblée nationale).

&. The Reform Party is gaining adherents inevery provinee and is expected
to run candidates throughout Canada. except Quebec.

Ecuador’s Pan-Indian Uprising

[. David Corkill and David Cubiut, Ecuador: Fragite Democracy (Lon-
don: Latin America Bureau, 1988).

2. El Comercio (Quio), June 6. 1990.

3. El Comercio, June 18, 1990.

4. CONAIE. Las Nacionalidades Indigenas en el Ecnador: Nuestro
Proceso Organizativo (Quito: Ediciones Abya-Yala. 1989). pp. 295-304.

5. 1bid. pp. 173-174 and 193-194.

6. 1bid. p. 26.

7 Otavalo was called Sarance betore the Conquest. See Frank Salomon.
Narive Lords of Quito (Cambridge: Cambridge Unisversits Press, 1986

8. CONAIE. Las Nucionalidades Indigenas. p. 26

9. Tronically. some of the sced money apparenty came from local
hacendadoy. See Lynn Meisch Otavalo: Weaving in the Marker (Quito:
Ediciones Libri-Mundi. 1987).

10. One of the government's responses to this incipient mobilization was
the 1937 Law of the Communes. which ahofished the power of traditional
leaders {curacast and substituted government-sponsored town councils
(cubiidoy). CONALE and provincial indigenous federations view this ifilira-
ton of the state into indigenous soctety as particalarts heinous CONAIE. Las
Nacionalidades Indigenas, p.431

11. Ibid. p. 31.

12, 1bid. pp. 31-32 and p. 276.

13. Tbe six groups. in descending order of population «ize, are: Forest
Quichuas, Shuar. Achuar. Huaorani. Siona-Secoya. and Cotan. Coastal Ecua-
dor featured large. complex and materiatly wealthy indigenous civilizanons at
the time of European contact. Plagues and the conquistadors” firearms quick!y
exterminated coastal cultures. The three small coastal indigenous peoples who
survised have also organized themselves into tederations and jotned CONAIE-

14, CONAIE. Las Nacionalidades Indigenas. pp. 216-222

15, El Comercio. June 23 and June 23, 1990,

16. This and subsequent quotes on the Pastaza Document are from HoY
1Quito), Aug. 23 and 31. 1990. and Ef Comercre. Aug. 23,25 and 28. 1990

17. Hov, Nov. 13,1990

I8 CONAILL. Las Nuctonalidades lndicenas. p. 268
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