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euichua women and children march to occupy the lands of an absentee landlord in September. The return of stolen
land was at the heart ol last year's nationwide uprising.

r\ N MAy t7. 1990, ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY
Lf lndianr occupied Santo Domingo Cathedral in the
heart of the old city of Quito. They demanded the immedi-
rre resolution of land disputes in six highland provinces.
The takeover marked the beginning of a nationwide
uprising which shut down the country for over a week.
The uprising was called by the Confederation of Indig-
c'nous Nationalit ies of Ecuador (CONAIE), in the name
ofthe regional federations from the highlands (siena), the
Amazon (Oriente), and the coast. The takeover also
marked an end-the end of hundreds of years of life on the
potitical periphery for rhe 40Va of Ecuador's l0 million
people who are Indians.r

Everywhere the demand was the same: give back the
land that once belonged, and still rightfully br'longs, to
indigenous communities. "The indigenous peol;les of this
country wil l continue to struggle unti l we achieve our
n-ehts," CONAIE's president Crist6bal Tapuy declared in
a press conference. "We are tired of offers and promises,
ol being berated and looked down upon. We are prepared
now. with our own ideas and our own criteria."2

By Monday, June 4, the mobilization had paralyzed
the sierra provinces of Bolivar, Chimborazo, Cotopaxi,
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and Tungurahua (all to the south of Quito), Pichincha
(where Quito is located), and Imbabura (north of Quito).
The Indians' strategy involved placing large boulders,
walls of rock. and tree trunks across the Pan-American
highway and other major roads. Within a day, the block-
ade created spot shortages of certain products in provin-
cial capitals and outlying towns, revealing the country's
dependence on native farmers. In the provinces of
Chimborazo and Cotopaxi, where Indians were already
engaged in open struggle for land with estate-owners
(hacendados), they took police and local officials hos-
tage. At one point, the governor of Chimborazo was
reportedly in the hands of the Indigenous Movement of
Chimborazo (MICH). In Cotopaxi, indigenous farmers
actually expelled httcendatlos from lands that had been
usurped generations ago.

The central govemment deployed the national police
and the army throughout the sierra to roll back the insur-
rection. Troops in full combat gear swept through the
countryside, making free use of tanks, tear gas, night-
sticks, and, in some cases, bullets. Police arrested and
imprisoned many of the Indians blockading roads, par-
ticularly those identified as leaders. MICH leaderOswaldo
Cuwi was killed by police in Riobamba, the capital of
Chimborazo, even as the government invited the national
leadership to negotiate.
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administrat ion oUjcials vehementl l  oppose the propt lsed r( t lomett ludt i t 'and

u' i l l  no doubt arcue thal i t  goes r$lainst the or iginal  inten( ot lhe las

| 2.  The mosl notor i()us e xample of such e x tra- legal act ion s * a:  Pent in s

signinl  o i  a con(r f ,c l  wi th the US companl "Car ibbcan l (XX)" uhich

al iegei l ly ceded exclusire r ishts l t r  nonhern coast marrne resources l l  Pro-

toked an cnormous scandal  rnd uas quickl l  annul led.  Pant in c la ims the

Engl ish- language version of  the dt tumenl hc s igned uas al tercd q i lhoul  h is

Inoulet lcc.  and th{1 hc onl l  intcndcd lo cedc Purchasing r lghls

|  3.  For mt 're dctai ls on this transl i rrmation in Sandinista discourse. see

C.R. Hale. ( i r r l rc l ict t tn Cttnsci t tutness: l l ' l iski tu Indiots <tnd thc Nftaraguun

Stale in lhc Ero o! Lt .S. He'gt 'mtt t t t  (Stanford: Stanford Untversi t l  Press'

fonhcoming ).  ch. 4.

|  4.  This argumcnt * as pul lbnh. for example. in a pet i t ion to President

Chamono on Fcb. 8. I  99 I  .  supponed h) the north and south reclonnl councr ls '

15.  See. t i r r  cxample.  a recent intcrr ieq wi th Rirera publ ished rn l t r r t i

(Ntanrgua. encro/abr i l  l99l  ) .  pp.  51-56.

I  6.  The blanl iet  appror al  of  thc'  or iginal  \at ional Direclorale at the FSLN

congress last J ul l -  is the nO:l  l  requent l ; -  c i tcd c 'r  idcnce'oi  pcrsl \ l  tn!  ccnlral  I \ ln

Thcrc are also strong lorces within the panr faror ing dcmtlrat izat ton Dur ing

the sanre Jul l 'c()ngre\s.  lor  example.6()  nc-q Pct)Ple ton elect ion l ( )  thc 98-

nrcnrbcr Sandints la Asrcmblr  the hrghest decis i r rn 'n la l ing hod\ ol  lhL-

FSLN-rnan1 ol  lhent f r i tnt  grassrools or!aniza{ lon\ '  An unprec! 'dcnled ninc

Sandinis(a trrs ler iol  q ere elccted to thc asscmbl)

I  f .  I  anr indcbt! 'd lo Jorgc I \ l r tamoros l i r  br ing inl  thc ful  I  c\ tent of  these

paral le ls to nl)  at lcnt ion.
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L Anr t i r lc  thosc of  us \ \h()  arc pln oi  the dorninant.  h! 'gemonl '  tu l turc
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